














It is only when we see the reality of our
separation from God that we can become
truly sorry for our sin. And it is only when
we repent (turn away from separation), that
we can gain fellowship with God. When
we repent, we open up that Father-child
relationship that is so vital for our spiritual
growth. “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I
Jn 1:9). That is the way to receive what
Jesus did for us on the cross including the
ability to hear our heavenly Father.

You Can Hear God

You may be a businessman, a housewife, a
church member, a deacon, an elder, or even
part of the church staff, but if you are not
hearing God, you need to become as a little
child in your heart. God will give you the
power to humble yourself as a little child
and truly repent of your separation from
Him. Ask Him to forgive you and fill you
with His Holy Spirit every day. Realize that
God loves you as an individual and ask Him
to teach you to return His love as all friends
do. All loving relationships are
characterized by an exchange of love. That
is the way to a real Father-child relationship.

14



It is also the way to hear God and to be
heard by Him.

Being Heard by God

In any exchange of love, each person is
focused on what the other says. Where
there is an exchange of love, we not only
hear the other person’s voice, we also
understand what he is saying. Out of that
understanding of what our heavenly Father
is saying, faith wells up inside us. As we
exercise that faith, our prayers are answered.
As faith and answered prayers increase, the
relationship deepens and we begin to share
our whole life with our heavenly Father.
That is fellowship with the living God
because we are hearing God and being heard
by Him.
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Pathway IV
Abiding in Jesus the Vine

I am the vine, ye are the branches; he that
abideth in Me and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit (Jn 15:5a).

For a long time, | skipped over this
quotation of Jesus thinking that I was
bearing fruit because I was a witness and a
minister of the Gospel. How wrong I was!
The subject is spiritual fruit and I came to
see that the results of witnessing and
ministry are not the fruit Jesus was talking
about—He was talking to us personally as
born-again believers. The spiritual fruit of a
Christian is listed in Galatians 5:22 & 23:
“The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance.” Spiritual fruit
begins and ends with the love of God
because the 8 fruits following love come
forth from God’s love, which is listed first.
When received, God’s love produces fruit.
Christian character grows from a Christian
branch that is abiding in Jesus the Vine.
Here is a complete quotation of what Jesus
said: “Abide in Me and I in you. As the
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branch cannot bear fruit of itself except it
abide in the Vine, no more can ye, except ye
abide in Me. I am the vine, ye are the
branches; he that abideth in me and I am
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for
without Me ye can do nothing” (Jn 15:4-5).
Then in the next verse, He said, “If a man
abideth not in me, he is cast forth as a
branch and is withered and burned. It is
very plain; if we are to be real in the
Christian life, we must abide in Jesus.
Think what it would be like to appear
before our Lord  withered and
burned—having ended this life with little or
no Christian character (spiritual fruit). For
the committed Christian, abiding in Jesus is
a must.

Well, what is abiding in Jesus and how can
it happen? First, we must get a hold of the
fact that Jesus is “very God,” the Creator
that came in human flesh, the King of kings
and Lord of lords—the Almighty God that
rose from the dead and loves us with eternal
love that is beyond our understanding.
Christians believe that intellectually but we
must also believe it in our hearts. Add to
that the fact that He not only died for the sin
of the world but, out of His great love, He
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invites us to unite with Him by abiding in
Him—abiding in His love. There is the
key—He made us with the capacity to love
and be loved—the King of kings and Lord
of lords wants us to receive His love and
love Him in return—to have a loving
relationship with Him that is so abiding that
it bonds us to Him like branches are bonded
to vines.

Just think, for a minute, what this abiding of
a branch in the vine really is. It is union of
the inferior with a greater or greatest and
then abiding as one. It is complete
dependence of the inferior on the greater.
The only way a branch can produce fruit is
to receive nutrients from the vine - without
this dependence, a branch “can do nothing”
- it cannot produce fruit. The nutrient for a
Christian branch comes from abiding in the
Vine and that nutrient is God’s powerful
love. We must depend on our Lord because
abiding is the product of dependence and
abiding is the key to everything that is great
and good in the Christian life.

The question then arises: How can I put
down this evil pride called “the flesh” and
depend on my Lord? I know by experience
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that I cannot “clench my fist” and “grit my
teeth” and expect to obey Him much less
depend on Him. But the reality is that
God’s love has the power to hold us as we
receive His love. There is something
supernatural about receiving God’s love - it
puts down the pride of the flesh and leads
us into fellowship with Him - the very
reason He created us. Then through
fellowship, we get to know Him personally.
By knowing Him personally, we trust and
depend on Him more and more. In the
process, we want to be like Him as friends
become like each other. Good friends are
willing to “take on” qualities revealed in a
friend they trust.

Later in this chapter of John, Jesus said in
speaking to His disciples that He considered
them friends because He had revealed what
He knew - everything that the Father
revealed to Him. The relationship of the
Father and Son was complete and they had
perfect communication. We need this
friendly communication with our Lord—He
wants us to be His friend—but it is up to us
to complete this friendship by returning His
love. In an exchange of love, we begin to
depend on Him as we abide in His love.
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And when we abide in His love, we have
the communication necessary to receive the
revelation from our Lord that we need. His
revelation of Himself to us is a supernatural
thing, causing us to truly want to be like
Him. In this, we can clearly understand
why Jesus said that we must abide in Him if
we are ever going to be what our Lord
wants us to be -- and what He wants us to
be is spiritual, fruit-bearing Christians.

Fellowship with our Lord will depend on
how much spiritual fruit is present in our
lives. Now is the time to enter into an
exchange of love with our loving Lord—to
depend on Him, to abide in Him, to produce
the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Now is the time
to be and become all He wants us to be in
this life and the life to come as He brings us
into union with Himself and with our
heavenly Father (Jn 17). And now is the
time to begin to live with our heavenly
Father, confident of His love, knowing that
He will love, protect, and prepare us, for
eternity. This physical life is the time we
have to allow our loving heavenly Father to
work His marvelous grace into our spiritual
lives that we will experience through all
eternity.
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WHY THIS EMPHASIS NOW?
OUR NATION AND OUR WORLD NEED REVIVAL!

This little book is meant to help form an alliance of born-
again Christians who see the need of revival in ourselves and in
our land.  Genuine revival will surely come as we encourage
each other to receive God’s love and love Him in return. We
can help each other as we seek God for the life changing and
world changing effects of revival. It is becoming very clear
that revival in the Church has already begun because more and
more believers recognize their need to be closer to God.

We hope that you will want to help us promote the emphasis
of the way to revival, which is achieving a personal, loving
relationship with our heavenly Father through Jesus our Lord.

FREE COPIES --GREAT GROUP STUDY TOOLS
MYes! Please send the following quantity of these
booklets free of charge (circle desired quantity):

10 25 50 The Blessings of Receiving God’s Love
10 25 50 From the Bible: How to Know God Personally
10 25 50 Pathways to Intimacy with God

10 25 50 Steps to Obey the Greatest Commandment
5 10 25 Study Guide

5 10 25 Songbook: Songs of Revival

Order online at www.keytorevival.org or mail this form to:
THE ALLTANCE FOR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
PO BOX 747, BURNET, TX 78611

Name

Address
City State ZIP

Email

Phone

I agree to use these booklets as tools as I
minister the emphasis of receiving God’s love.






